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hosted by the IBB of the PH Zug on September 28 - 30, 2021.”
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• Education is expected to support the transformation of societies 
towards more sustainable ways of thinking, working and living. 

• Definition ESD:
“Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) empowers learners of all 
ages with the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to address the
interconnected global challenges we are facing, including climate change, 
environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, poverty and inequality“ 
(https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development)

• 2005 – 2014 UN World Decade of ESD

• 2015 – 2019 Follow up: Global Action Programm ESD (GAP)
• 2019ff ESD 2030 Towards achieving the SDGs

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development
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Status quo
• Many teaching and learning projects, but structural 

anchoring of ESD is still insufficient
• “ESD is about much more than preaching and teaching on 

sustainable development. It is also about practicing sustainable 
development. Sustainable learning environments, such as eco-
schools or green campuses, allow educators and learners alike 
to integrate sustainability principles into their daily practice. 
Transforming learning and training environments concerns not 
only managing physical facilities more sustainably, but also 
changing the ethos and governance structure of the whole 
institution" (UNESCO 2014, 2019)

• “Whole Institution Approach”



2. ESD in Germany, 
(China and) Macau and the USA

Major differences between the three countries, regarding:

– History
– Adoption of ESD
– UN Decade, UN Global Action Plan, UN ESD 2030
– Integration of ESD in formal documents (education acts, school curricula)

Similarities
– Strong differences between states and between individual schools
– Many teaching and learnings projects, but ESD is most often not structurally 

anchored in schools 

– ESD most often is not a leadership priority

(for more information: appendix)




